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Description

CHARLES SIMS
English School
Op. 1829-1875

The Red House, Battersea

Oil on canvas
Ex collection: The Estate of Lady Dodds
Provenance: Spink and Son, London, 3rd July 1944

Charles Sims lived at 14 Doris Street, Kennington from 1829 to 1841 and his first Royal Academy entry in
1829 uses that address. Then, subsequent to 1841, addresses elsewhere in London including Portland
Place, Westminster Bridge Road and Golden Square were utilised. There has been some confusion as to
the identity of other artists with very similar names (there is also a record of a G Simms a C Sims and a G
Sims at the same address) but in Algernon Graves's British Institution and Royal Academy exhibition
catalogues it states: "It is difficult to say whether the above list represents the work of two artists. C Sims is
correct up to 1843 as he lived with G Sims, but he may have altered the spelling of his name in 1844." All
the works under various spellings are of similar subjects and depict the same regions and are stylistically so
close as to evince that they are one and the same and it simply could be that the name was misread on
exhibition labels.

Sims was a prolific landscape painter in both oil and watercolour - some of which were of a significant size -
whose work was popular during his career. He depicted scenes along the Thames and elsewhere in
London as well as Windsor and the Home Counties of Kent and Surrey, Devon and also in Belgium and
France. He had great skill in translating the effects of light on foliage and water on to his canvas which
imbues them with a warmth and limpid glow.

He showed twenty-four works at the Royal Academy, thirty at the British Institute and sixty-three at the
Royal Society of British Artists. Titles of exhibited paintings include: On the Thames; Battersea Bridge; View
from Battersea Fields; Eton College; The Thames from Lambeth; Afternoon near Goudhurst; On the River
Webber, Buckland, Devon; Fish Market, Calais; On the Scheldt; and Clearing up after a shower. The
Victoria and Albert Museum has Coastal Scene at low tide - moonlight in its collection.
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THE RED HOUSE, BATTERSEA

In the mid-19th century, the area known as Battersea Fields was a flat and unbroken wilderness of about
three hundred dark and dreary acres formed of intersecting streams and dense reed beds frequented by
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prowling vagabonds, ruffians and costermongers. However it was renowned also for racing, gambling and
shooting was also popular with the game including pigeons, pheasant, sparrows, starlings and almost
anything else that moved. In 1840, a volume entitled Kalendar of Amusements by Colburn states that:
"...pigeon-shooting is carried on to a great extent in the neighbourhood of London; but the Red House at
Battersea appears to take the lead in the quantity and quality of the sport, inasmuch as the crack shots
about London assemble there to determine matches of importance, and it not unfrequently occurs that not a
single bird escapes the shooter." The grounds of the Red House were t...
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